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DETAILED ACTION 

A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1,114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.1 14. Applicant's submission filed on 6/23/06 
has been entered. Claims 1-29 are amended for examination. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claim 1 recites the limitation "the previous interactive component", "remote client" 
There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim 21 recited, "the multi-episode content" and "the individual content" There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claims 1-22, 18, 23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. 
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Claim 1 recites "remote users (plural form)" and later the applicant recites "the 
remote client (singular form)". Examiner was not sure that what the applicant is 
referring to when claimed "remote client". For the purpose of examination, Examiner 
assumes that when the "remote users" and "the remote client" are the same entity. 

Claims 2-22 are depended on claim 1, therefore rejected for the same rationale. 

Claims 18 recites "some content is provided to the clients during the event but 
prior to display during the event" examiner was not sure what applicant mean by this 
limitation, for the purpose of examination, examiner interprets the above limitation as 
follow "some content provide to client during the event but prior to display the event". 

Claim 23, applicant claimed "interactive content" and later the applicant claimed 
"content" only, Examiner was not sure that the "interactive content" and "content" are 
the same one. For the purpose of examination Examiner assumes that they are the 
same. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 



The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 
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Claims 1-10,12-21,23,26-29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by latropoulos et al (us 2002/0100039) (hereinafter latro). 

As regarding claim 1 , latro discloses a content creator that includes tools, 
responsive to inputs from a producer, for generating a client files to be provided to 
remote users prior to the broadcast event (see pg.1 , par 001 5; pg.2, par 
0022,0023,0026; pg.3, par 0027-0029,0031,0042; pg.4, par 0047-0051,0053; pg.5, par 
0056, producing program to be display on client device, the program is interactive 
content), the client files including interactive components that are responsive to 
messages send from a server during the interactive event to cause the remote client to 
display the previously provided interactive components, that are indicated by messages 
(see pg.1, par 0015; pg.2, par 0022,0023,0026; pg.3, par 0027-0029,0031,0042; pg.4, 
par 0047-0051 ,0053; pg.5, par 0056, the program include show scheduling which is 
event with duration, the linker merges the commercial, poll with each show or program), 
and a server-based user interface, generated prior to the broadcast event, that display a 
representation of individual components that are to be displayed during the interactive 
event (see pg.1, par 001 5; pg.2, par 0022,0023,0026; pg.3, par 0027-0029,0031,0042; 
pg.4, par 0047-0051,0053; pg.5, par 0056, also see figure 3 A-F), the user interface for 
causing messages to be provided to remote clients during the interactive event to 
control the display of previously provided content on the remote clients during the event 
(see pg.1, par 0015; pg.2, par 0022,0023,0026; pg.3, par 0027-0029,0031,0042; pg.4, 
par 0047-0051 ,0053; pg.5, par 0056, also see figure 3 A-F), 
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As regarding claim 2, latro discloses the user interface is responsive to the 
producer for causing messages to be sent from the server to the client to cause 
previously transmitted content to be displayed at the client side (see pg.1 , par 0015; 
pg.2, par 0022,0023,0026; pg.3, par 0027-0029,0031,0042; pg.4, par 0047-0051,0053; 
pg.5, par 0056). 

As regarding claim 3, latro discloses the user interface is responsive to the 
producer for receiving content during interactive event and for causing that content to be 
displayed at the remote client (see pg.1, par 0015; pg.2, par 0022,0023,0026; pg.3, par 
0027-0029,0031,0042; pg.4, par 0047-0051,0053; pg.5, par 0056). 

As regarding claim 4, latro discloses the content creator is used to create polls 
such that during creation of a poll, a representation indicating that the poll is to be 
displayed is created for display on the user interface (see pg.1 , par 0015; pg.2, par 
0022,0023,0026). 

As regarding claim 5, latro discloses the content creator is used to create trivia 
questions such that during creation of a trivia question, a representation indicating that 
the trivia question is to be displayed is created for display on the server-base user 
interface (see pg.1, par 0015; pg.2, par 0022,0023,0026; pg.3, par 0027- 
0029,0031,0042; pg.4, par 0047-0051 ,0053; pg.5, par 0056, also see figure 3 A-F). 

As regarding claim 6, latro discloses the content creator has fields for 
designating a time during the event for when specified content will be displayed (see 
pg.1, par 0015; pg.2, par 0022,0023,0026; pg.3, par 0027-0029,0031,0042; pg.4, par 
0047-0051 ,0053; pg.5, par 0056, also see figure 3 A-F). 
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As regarding claim 7, latro discloses the event Is a broadcast program, and the 
timing is based on the beginning of a segment of the broadcast program (see pg.1 , par 
0015; pg.2, par 0022,0023,0026; pg.3, par 0027-0029,0031,0042; pg.4, par 0047- 
0051 ,0053; pg.5, par 0056, also see figure 3 A-F). 

As regarding claim 8, latro discloses the technical director with software interface 
that allows the producer to override the designated time or displaying content (see pg.1 , 
par 0015; pg.2, par 0022,0023,0026; pg.3, par 0027-0029,0031,0042; pg.4, par 0047- 
0051,0053; pg.5, par 0056, also see figure 3 A-F). 

As regarding claim, latro discloses the user interface stores content created In 
real time during the event and causes the server to transmit that content to the clients 
(see pg.1, par 0015; pg.2, par 0022,0023,0026; pg.3, par 0027-0029,0031,0042; pg.4, 
par 0047-0051 ,0053; pg.5, par 0056, also see figure 3 A-F). 

As regarding claim 10, latro discloses the server sends messages to the client 
using an Internet protocol (see pg.1, par 0015; pg.2, par 0022,0023,0026). 

As regarding claim 12, latro discloses the content creator includes a first program 
for allowing a producer to identify types of items of interactive functionality (see pg.1 , 
par 0015; pg.2, par 0022,0023,0026; pg.3, par 0027-0029,0031,0042; pg.4, par 0047- 
0051 ,0053; pg.5, par 0056, also see figure 3 A-F). 

As regarding claim 13, latro discloses the first program also allows the producer 
to create a look and feel for multiple events (see pg.1 , par 0015; pg.2, par 
0022,0023,0026; pg.3, par 0027-0029,0031,0042; pg.4, par 0047-0051,0053; pg.5, par 
0056, also see figure 3 A-F). 
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As regarding claim 14, latro discloses the content creator further includes a 
second program that receives from the first program the types of items of interactive 
functionality, the second program being used to enter quantities and the content for 
each item (see pg.1, par 0015; pg.2, par 0022,0023,0026; pg.3, par 0027- 
0029,0031,0042; pg.4, par 0047-0051,0053; pg.5, par 0056, also see figure 3 A-F). 

As regarding claim 15, latro discloses the content entered for each piece of 
content is used to generate files for transfer to a client (see pg.1 , par 0015; pg.2, par 
0022,0023,0026; pg.3, par 0027-0029,0031,0042; pg.4, par 0047-0051,0053; pg.5, par 
0056, also see figure 3 A-F). 

As regarding claim 16, latro discloses the content creator creates the user 
interface using the quantity of items and content of the items of interactive functionality 
(see pg.1, par 0015; pg.2, par 0022,0023,0026; pg.3, par 0027-0029,0031,0042; pg.4, 
par 0047-0051 ,0053; pg.5, par 0056, also see figure 3 A-F). 

As regarding claim 17, latro discloses the client files allow some interactive 
components to be provided to the remote clients before the event, and the content 
creator allows other interactive components to be provided during the event (see pg.1 , 
par 001 5; pg.2, par 0022,0023,0026; pg.3, par 0027-0029,0031,0042; pg.4, par 0047- 
0051 ,0053; pg.5, par 0056, also see figure 3 A-F, the program include show scheduling 
which is event with duration, the linker merges the commercial, poll with each show or 
program). 

As regarding claim 18, latro discloses some content is provided to the clients 
during the event but prior to display during event (see pg.1, par 0015; pg,2, par 
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0022,0023,0026; pg.3, par 0027-0029,0031,0042; pg.4, par 0047-0051,0053; pg.5, par 
0056, also see figure 3 A-F, the program include show scheduling which is event with 
duration, the linker merges the commercial, poll with each show or program). 

As regarding claim 19, latro discloses some content is provided to the clients 
during the event for immediate display during the event (see pg. 1 , par 001 5; pg.2, par 
0022,0023,0026; pg.3, par 0027-0029,0031.0042; pg.4. par 0047-0051,0053; pg,5, par 
0056, also see figure 3 A-F). 

As regarding claim 20, is a combination of claim 17-19 above, rejected for the 
same rationale as claim 17-19 above. 

As regarding claim 21 , latro discloses the client file is transferred to viewers in 
advance of an episode of an event and includes content for display for multiple events 
and content specific to a single episode event, wherein the content creator can create 
both the multi-episode content and the individual episode content (see pg.1, par 0015; 
pg.2, par 0022,0023,0026; pg.3, par 0027-0029.0031 ,0042; pg.4, par 0047-0051.0053; 
pg.5, par 0056, also see figure 3 A-F). 

As regarding claim 23, latro discloses an authoring system for creating 
interactive content to be sent to remote viewers during a broadcast event, the system 
including a user interface with different types of interactive functionality (see pg.1, par 
0015; pg.2, par 0022,0023,0026; pg.3, par 0027-0029,0031,0042; pg.4, par 0047- 
0051 ,0053; pg.5, par 0056, also see figure 3 A-F), including one or more of polls, facts 
and trivia questions, the system responsive to user inputs for selecting from among a 
plurality of types of interactive functionality to create interactive functionality and further 
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responsive to user inputs for entering and scheduling content for each of a number of 
the selected items of interactive functionality(see pg.1, par 0015; pg.2, par 
0022,0023,0026; pg.3, par 0027-0029,0031,0042; pg.4, par 0047-0051 ,0053; pg.5, par 
0056, also see figure 3 A-F), the system creating a server-based graphical user 
interface showing representations of each item of content scheduled to be displayed 
during the broadcast event (see pg.1, par 0015; pg.2, par 0022,0023,0026; pg.3, par 
0027-0029,0031,0042; pg.4, par 0047-0051,0053; pg.5, par 0056, also see figure 3 A- 
F). 

As regarding claim 26, the user Interface indicates interactive functionality 
available during an event (see pg.1, par 0015; pg.2, par 0022,0023,0026; pg.3, par 
0027-0029,0031,0042; pg.4, par 0047-0051,0053; pg.5, par 0056, also see figure 3 A- 
F). 

As regarding claim 27, latro discloses wherein the interactive functionality 
includes the ability of one viewer to communicate with another viewer or with a producer 
of the event (see pg.1, par 0015; pg.2, par 0022,0023,0026; pg.3, par 0027- 
0029,0031 ,0042; pg.4, par 0047-0051 ,0053; pg.5, par 0056, also see figure 3 A-F). 

As regarding claim 28, latro discloses the items of content are sent to a client in 
advance of the broadcast event, and the server causes messages to be provided to 
cause items of content to be displayed in response to the messages (see pg.1 , par 
0015; pg.2, par 0022,0023,0026; pg.3, par 0027-0029,0031,0042; pg.4, par 0047- 
0051 ,0053; pg.5, par 0056, also see figure 3 A-F). 
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As regarding claim 29, latro discloses the server based user interface is 
responsive to inputs to cause previously sent content to be displayed (see pg.1, par 
0015; pg.2, par 0022,0023,0026; pg.3, par 0027-0029,0031,0042; pg.4, par 0047- 
0051 ,0053; pg.5, par 0056, also see figure 3 A-F). 



Claims 1 1 , 22,24-25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over latropoulos et al (us 2002/0100039) (hereinafter latro) in view of what was well 
known in the art. 

As regarding claim 1 1 , 24-25 latro discloses the invention substantially as 
rejected in claims 1 and 23 above, but does not explicitly disclose using icons to 
representing content. 

Official Notice is taken (see MPEP 2144.03) using icons to representing content 
is well known at the time the invention was made. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to use icons to 
represent content, because it would provide user friendliness of graphical user interface. 

As regarding claim 22, latro discloses the invention substantially as rejected in 
claim 1 above, but does not explicitly disclose chat functionality. 

Official Notice is taken (see MPEP 2144.03) chat functionality is well known at 
the time the invention was made. 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to have chat 
functionality, because chat system would provide instant view of the content, thus allow 
user interactively responses to the data during the broadcast event. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-29 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Duyen M. Doan whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
4226. The examiner can normally be reached on 9:30am-6:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David A. Wiley can be reached on (571 ) 272-3923, The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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